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					What Justice Means to me  


     
Justice can mean anything it just depends on the person you ask. My definition of Justice is going to be different from your definition of justice. But I believe justice means that you have freedom of speech, liberty, peace, and respect and treat everyone equally. Justice is being responsible, accountable for everything you say and do. 
From my personal experiences in the past, I know that there is still racism and discrimination going on today. I have experienced people saying rude comments and make assumptions about me just because of the color of my skin or the way I look. They also think that all people of color act a certain way or talk a certain way. I feel like it's unfair because people always treat white people with more respect and they make it seem like they are the superior race from every other race. I even feel some type of way when white teachers have favoritism towards the white children and acknowledge them for doing little things and just ignore the children of color in their class.
 	People make stereotypical assumptions about me just because I'm Muslim. Islam is a very peaceful religion but the media tries to make it seem like we are bad people. I am a nice person. One time when I was in second grade, a boy was trying to force me to take my hijab off and show him my hair but when I refused, he tried to snatch it off of my head. Even at that young age, I knew that it was wrong and that he shouldn't be forcing me to do anything so I started crying. “You just have to deal with it and continue living life." "There's nothing you can do about it." "Your just a kid." "It's just the way it is". I hear this all the time and it makes me feel as if I can't make a change in this world even though I can. If I can just use my voice and speak my mind because we have freedom of speech and someone out there could be going through the same thing you are and it might help them if they can relate to your struggle. Nobody's perfect so I feel like it's so pointless to laugh and someone and make fun of them if they make a mistake. If you fail, you should not give up and not stop trying. You should continue to push yourself because every time you fail or make a mistake, you learn something from it and they help you grow. 
Justice means that I should be able to walk the streets without being afraid of anything happening because we have the right to walk the streets without fearing things like gang violence that could end us right then and there. The police go around and kill black people because they “look suspicious” and they get away with it even if the person did nothing wrong. Not every place in the Rochester community is safe and growing up in the "hood" makes people think you have a bad reputation. You might not live in the best neighborhood but that should not define who you are. You don’t know what that person's family might be going through or if they are struggling with money or have domestic violence in their household. So you should never judge a book by its cover. Children nowadays make things like being in gangs seem cool but that's not the case. They do gang 
signs and make it seem like it's okay to do that. When in reality, gangs are not something to be playing around with, it is a very serious topic. You should not joke around about something that is causing people to pass away every day. 
Justice means that we should treat everyone equally and with respect because you never know what day is going to be your last so treat today like there is no tomorrow. You would want to leave the earth with a good reputation and would want people to remember you for the good thing you did in life. Your legacy is what everyone is going to remember you by so you get to choose whether or not you would want to have a good one. 
Justice is being accountable and responsible for everything you say and do because honesty is the thing that is going to get you through life. You should always tell the truth because no matter what you do, the truth will always come out so there's no reason to lie about anything. Especially in court, you should be completely honest because that can determine your future. If you make a mistake you should just man up and take the blame. Like some people say "do the crime, do the time" and it's true because you should just take responsibility for your actions and if you lie, you could get in bigger trouble.
  

