
WDKX & J.U.S.T. L.A.W. 

HIGHLIGHTS:

J.U.S.T. L.A.W.Program
The Contest
The Winners
What's Next?

J.U.S.T. L.A.W. is a collaborative effort between the City of Rochester, 
103.9 WDKX, the Rochester Black Bar Association, the Rochester City 
School District, and the 7th Judicial District; designed to help middle 

school students in the Rochester City School District better understand 
the law and our country’s legal system.

WHAT IS 
J.U.S.T. L.A.W.?



J.U.S.T. L.A.W. PROGRAM J.U.S.T. Stands for:

JUSTICE

UNDERSTANDING &

SOCIETAL

TRUST

 

L.A.W. Stands for:

LITERACY

ATTENDANCE

WRITING

New York State Supreme Court Justice Craig Doran, the 
administrative judge in the 7th Judicial District, initiated the 
community outreach portion of the program. Judges visited 

participating schools in the RCSD to explain how the 
justice system works and the role it plays in the Rochester 
community. Students also got the opportunity to share their 

own perspectives of and experiences with the justice 
system.

Owner and General Manager of 103.9 WDKX radio 
station, Andre Langston initiated the research, analysis, 

and writing portion of the program. The goal was for 
participating students to gain a better understanding of 

the power of the written word and acquire a deeper 
appreciation for the value of education through better 

school attendance.

“I think to a lot of young people in today’s society fear the justice system. What they know of it is more negative than positive and I think it’s incumbent of those of us that work in the justice system to show them that that’s not the case and that good things do happen here.” -Supreme Court Justice Craig Doran



THE CONTEST

After the presentations, 6th, 7th, & 8th grade students 

were asked to write a 250 word essay on the topic, 

"What justice means to me..."

 

Each student who submitted a thoughtful, well written 

essay received tickets to the 2018 WDKX Step Jam.

 

At the 2018 Step Jam, the 12 winners of the essay 

competition were announced on stage and honored in 

front of their peers.

 
 

 

THE WINNERS

The 12 winners were invited to the Monroe County Hall of 

Justice on Thursday, March 14, 2019 for an awards ceremony 

and an opportunity to present their writings to a panel of 

judges, court staff, service providers, and their families. 

 

Each student received a City of Rochester gift bag, which 

included a Samsung tablet, gift cards, and certificates and a 

check in the amount of $103.90 from WDKX.

 
 

"The First 12"
Ruwelda Abdulrahman

Luis Y. Collazo
Asia Dillard

Arianna Dorado
Erick Martinez Figueroa

Skyler M. Johnson
Jayla Lebron

Yuleizy Maysonet
Shazia Muhammad

Janetlise Ortiz (not pictured)
Omar Overstreet

Abdiel Soto

The WDKX Family 
would like to 

congratulate all of the 
Just Law student essay 

winners:



WHAT'S NEXT FOR THE 
WINNERS?

In April, students will have an 
opportunity to be mentored by 

members of the Rochester Black Bar 
Association and court leaders.

"The Power of 12"
Why were there 12 
winners chosen?
The 12 individuals who 
make up a jury and who 
have the power to 
decide whether a 
person is guilty or not 
guilty. Jurrors play an 
extreme role in a trial, 
so it is important that 
youth understand the 
importance of jury 
participation and 
selection.

"Hopefully they will take this on as a career. Understand that 
they have to study hard and that this is the foundation to what it 

will take to become a lawyer." -Mayor Lovely Warren

"Justice means that everyone has the same rights, 
regardless of their color of skin. Some people don't 
have the freedom to do what they deserve and want 

because of their color of skin, I believe that this needs 
to change. We need to judge people by who they are 
on the inside, not on the outside"- 6th grader, Abdiel 

Soto


