
Just Law
Community  Courts  Education

Produced by the City of Rochester Communications Bureau.

A program to educate 
middle school students about 

the U.S. legal system.

TIMELINE

September 10 – October 26, 2018 
Judge & RCSD representative  

visit schools

November 19, 2018 
Essays due

December 1, 2018  
WDKX to announce winners

December 8, 2018  
WDXK Step Jam

Spring 2019  
Presentation at the Hall of Justice 

Mentoring with Rochester Black Bar 
Association and 7th Judicial District 



●  J U S T I C E  ●  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  ●  S O C I E TA L  T R U S T  ●  L I T E R A C Y  ●  A T T E N D A N C E  ●  W R I T I N G  ●

J.U.S.T. L.A.W. is a collaborative effort to help middle school students in the Rochester 
City School District better understand the law and our country’s legal system.
The program explores  
the following topics:
 The concept of legal literacy

 The importance of school  
attendance

 The value of developing strong 
writing skills

 The significance of the written 
word in the court system

 Ways to express concerns, ques-
tions, desires and expectations 
relating to the court system

 An overview of the U.S.  
Judicial System

 Career opportunities within  
the courts

J.U.S.T. stands for Justice, 
Understanding, and Societal 
Trust, and is a community outreach 
program initiated by Supreme 
Court Justice Craig Doran, the 
administrative judge in the 7th 
Judicial District.

Judges will visit participating schools 
in the RCSD, where they will explain 
how the justice system works, as 
well as the role it plays in the Roch-
ester community. Students will then 

have an opportunity to share their 
own perspectives on - - and experi-
ences with - - the justice system. 

L.A.W. stands for Literacy, 
Attendance, and Writing. 
This component of the program was 
initiated by Mr. Andre Langston, 
Owner and General Manager of radio 
station WDKX, and uses these three 
concepts to help improve student 
understanding of the court system. 

The goal is for participating youth 
to develop research and analysis 
skills, gain a better understanding of 
the power of the written word and 
acquire a deeper appreciation for 
the value of education. School atten-
dance will also be stressed.

How the Contest Works:
 After the presentation, students  
in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades  
will be asked to write a 250 word 
essay on the topic, “Justice means 
to me…”

 Every student who submits a 
thoughtful and well-written essay 
will receive a ticket to the 2018 
WDKX Step Jam, to be held on 

Saturday, December 8, at the Blue 
Cross Arena.

 Essays will be judged by a com-
mittee. The top 12 essay winners 
will be announced and honored on 
stage at the Step Jam.

 Essay winners will also be recog-
nized at the Monroe County Hall of 
Justice in spring 2019 and will have 
an opportunity to present their 
writings to a panel of judges, court 
staff and service providers.

 Prizes for the winners include an 
iPad or Nook, gift cards, cash, 
certificates and more.

 Winners will also have opportuni-
ties to be mentored by members of 
the Rochester Black Bar Association 
and court leaders.

The rationale for selecting 
12 winners is based on the 
concept of the “Power of 12” 
- - the 12 individuals who make up 
a jury and who have the power to 
decide whether a person is guilty or 
not guilty. Jurors play an extreme-
ly important role in a trial, so it is 
important that youth understand the 
importance of jury participation and 
selection.

If you are interested in hav-
ing your school participate, 
contact Liliana Ruiz at (585) 428-
6588 or email: Liliana.Ruiz@cityof-
rochester.gov. Please send us the 
name and email address of a school 
contact person to receive program 
updates and schedule visits. 

Collaborating partners include the City of Rochester, 103.9 
FM WDKX, the Rochester Black Bar Association, the Rochester 
City School District, and the 7th Judicial District.
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